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To the Right Worſhipful 


Sir FOHN FRYER, Bart. 
| Alderman of the City of London. 


= 501d not have preſumed to inſcribe the fol- 

4 "4 I} lowing Sermon to you, had I not been encou- 
_ to do ſo, by the juſt Regard you bave 
all along ſhew'd to the Societies for Refor- 
ion of Manners, at whoſe Deſire it was 
, preached, and is now publiſhed. 

I know of nothing that ſo much threatens the Peace and 
Happineſs of theſe ; 5x9 as the Prevalence of Vice. Were 
it not for this we need not ve much affraid of the Deſigns of 
our Enemies how deep ſoever they are laid, or with what 
Art ſoever they are managed and conducted; nor do I know 
any thing that wonld give us a better Proſpect of the Con- 
tinuance of our publick Tranquillity, than vigorous and regular 
Endeavours to put a Stop to our Immoralities. For Righte- 
ouſneſs exalts a Nation, whereas Sin as it is the Reproach, 
Jo will ſooner or later be the Ruin of any People. It is there- 
fore the Foy of good Men, and ſuch as wiſh well to Religion 
and their Country, that there are ſome among us, who are 
willingly offering themſelves to this Service; and that there 
are alſo ſome in the Magiſtracy, who are ready to favour and 
aſſiſt em, in putting the e in Execution againſt evil Doers. 

It is well known that you have acted with a diſtinguiſhing 
Leal in this Affair : As you have always owned, without Di- 
ſtinckion, all that are on the Side of Virtue: So you have up- 
on all Occaſions ſhewed a juſt Concern for the Succeſs of that 
good Deſign, whereia the Societies are engaged. You have 
Men recommended it in Converſation, countenanced it by 


— dl 


A - your 


ſelf to be. May your valuable Liſe 


hs tO re OE ORE OO Gm. 


DE DICSAT TON. 
your Attendance on thoſe publick Diſcourſes which are inten- 
ded to promote it, and never been wanting to imploy the Au- 
thority you are inveſted with to ſupport and further it : And 
while you are thus eſpouſing the Cauſe of God againſt Vice 
and Wickedneſs, you are doing the beſt Service to your King 
and Country. 

It has long been the Policy of the avowed Enemies of our 
Religion and Liberties, firſt to debauch xs and ſo deſtroy us; 
and when once they can accompliſh the former, they will 
bave no great Diffcul to effect the other; for they who 
bave no Lei will be ready to embrace any; and when 
Men are once loſt to Vertne, they will be eaſily drawn togive 
up their Liberties. In Oppoſition therefore to this Method of 
theirs, the beſt Way to ſecure our religious and civil Rights, 
(which of all things in the World ought to be deareſt to us) 
muſt be to oppoſe Vice and encourage . This You have 
endeavoured to do, both by your Example and in the E xer- 
ciſe of your Authority; you have approved your ſelf to be, 
what every Magiſtrate ought to be, a Terror to evil Doers, 
and a Praiſe to them that do well; and were others as ac- 
tive in their Stations as you have been in yours, we might 
hope ſoon to ſee the Deſigns of our Enemies _ and a 
firm Foundation laid for our future Peace and Proſperity. 

Day our Sovereign King GEORGE (the great Support, under 
God, of Religion and Vertae) be bleſſed with many ſuch ſubordi- 
nate Rulers, who are as firmly attached to his Perſon and 
Government, and as zealous, and prudent, and faithful in his 
Service, and that of their Country, as 798 have ſhewsn your 

e lengthened out for 

reater Uſefulneſs, And may all your Services to the Pub- 
Tick, and in to this great City, be followed with 
the beſt of Bleſſings on Your ſelf and Family in this Life, and 
the Recompences of Heaven at laſt, Theſe are the fer vent 


Wiſhes of, 
SIR, 
Your moſt Obedient 


And moſt Humble Servant, 
Lendon, July 15, | 
JosHuUa Barts. 


1 TI M. iv. Part of Ver. 10. 


For therefore we both labour, and 


ſuffer Reproach, becauſe we 
ruſt in the lrumg God. 


HES E are the Words of the 
great Apoſtle St. Paul, where- 
in he gives us an Account 
how he and others behaved 
N 88 themſelves both in the Work 
they were employ'd in, and 
under the Difficulties they met with in the 
Diſcharge of it; and allo what it was that 
animated and encouraged them to ſuch a 
Behaviour. They were very active and un- 
wearied in their Work; they were patient 
and chearful under their Reproaches and 
Sufferings; and hat which diſpoſed and 
influenced them hereunto, was their Truſt 
in the living God. They did not withdraw 
from their Duty by reaſon of the Difficulty 
of it, nor were they diſcouraged in it by 
the unjuſt Cenſures and Calumnies that were 
caſt upon them; ſince they knew, that he 
who had called them to it was every way 


ſufficient to ſupport them in it, and to car- 
1y them thro' it. 


B I am 
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(2) | 
I am ſenſible, that the Work wherein 
the Apoſtles were imployed, was in ſome 
Reſpects different from that in which you 
are bs generouſly engaged. Ir's true, They 
were {ent to reform a corrupt and ſinful 
World, to put a Stop to that Vice and 
Immorality which every where prevailed, 
and to recover Sinners out of their danger- 


ous and deſtructive Courſes; and thus far 


the Work wherein you are employed bears 
ſome Reſemblancce to theirs. But then, 
Their Buſineſs lay with all Sorts of Sinners; 
whereas You are only concern'd with thoſe 
that are more open and ſcandalous. They 
were to ſtrike at the Root of Sin in the 
Minds and Hearts of Men; Vou have more 
eſpecially to do with their outward Behavi- 
our. They were to conſider Men as fallen 
from God, but recoverable thro' a Redeemer, 


and their Vices as ruinous and deſtructive to 


their own Souls; you are chiefly to conſider 
them as Members of Civil Societies, and their 
Immoralities as Offences againſt the Laws, 
and tending to deſtroy the Peace and Hap- 
pineſs of the Places where they live. And 


accordingly the Motives and Methods which 


the Apoſtles were to make uſe of, are ve 
different from thoſe that fall within your 
Province. They were to preach the Goſ- 
to them, to ſhew them their Guilt and 
nger, to direct them into the Way of 
Pardon and Reconciliation with God. And 
the Motives they were to uſe to perſuade 
Men, were chiefly ſuch as were drawn from 
the other World, the eternal Happineſs or 


| Miſery which would be the certain Conſe- 


ſequence 


(3) 
quence of their Compliance or Refuſal ; but 
You only propoſe to aſſiſt rhe Magiſtrate in 
the Diſcharge of his Office, and to ſtop the 
Progreſs of Vice by putting the Laws in 
Execution againſt it. as. 

But tho? in theſe, and ſuch like Inſtances, 
there be a Difference between their Work 
and yours, yet I think the Account which 
the Apoſtle here gives of their Behaviour, is 
very improveable both for your Direction 


and Encouragement. You are working the 


Work of God, as they alſo did. You are 
engaged in an Affair, wherein both his Ho- 


nour and the Safety and Happineſs of this 


City and Nation are very nearly concern'd; 
and if you meet with Difficulties in the pur- 
ſuit of it, as I doubt not you do; or are 
reviled and cenſured while you are endea- 
vouring to do the greateſt Service, not on 

to your Country, but to Sinners themſelyes, 
as I know you are; This, you ſee, is no 
more than what They have met with before 
You; and if you take Care to exerciſe a 
firm Truſt and Dependance on the livin 


God, you have no Reaſon to doubt, bur 


that he will ſupport and proſper You. as 
ba at Thew, * hs 4 


What I would therefore endeavour, in 
diſcourſing on theſe Words, is, more di- 


ſtinctly to conſider, 


1. The Behaviour of the Apoſtles in the 
Diſcharge of their Work. - 

2. What it was that diſpoſed them to 
ſuch a Behaviour, arid ſupported them 
under all the Difficulties they met with. 


B 2 Both 


EO A ng; or 


(4) 


Both which, I hope, may be of uſe to 
direct and encourage you in the Work 
you are about. e 


I. Iſhall conſider the Account which the 
Text gives us of the Apoſtles Behaviour in 
the Work committed to them. And this 
lies in two Things; they laboured in it, and 
they /uffer'd Reproach for it. 

1. They laboured in it. Which general 
Expreſſion may warrant us to obſerve ſuch 
Things as theſe concerning them. 

That they were very ative and induſtri- 
ous in the Diſcharge of it. They would by 
no means indulge themſelves in Sloth and 
Eaſe, while they were engaged in ſo great 
and important a Service; but apply'd them- 
ſelves to it, and exerted themſelves in it, 
with the utmoſt Care and Diligence. The 
Account which the Goſpel-Hiſtory gives us 
of their Conduct, ſufficiently confirms this, 


and evidently ſhews, that zu Labours they 


2 Rom. xv. 
79. 


were abundant. Therein, we find, they were 
almoſt continually moving from one Place 
to another, to Died the Knowledge of 
Chriſt, and to promote his Kingdom and 
Intereit among Men; and that where-ever 
they came, they were wholly devoted to 


and employ'd in this Work. The Travels 


of the Apoſtle Paul in particular, in purſuir 
of this Deſign, were almoſt incredible, as 
appears from the Account he himſelf gives 
of them; which is, that from Jeruſalem 
and round about unto Illyricum, he had fully 
preached the Goſpel of Chriſt. And when he 
appeals to the Elders at Epheſus, as to his 


A'S: 

Behaviour among them, that b he had kept * Acts xx, 
back nothing that was profitable to them, but 
had taught them publickly, and from Houſe to 
Houſe ; We may juſtly ſuppoſe that he uſed 
the like Diligence in other Places, as he did 
there. So great was their Concern for the 
Honour of Chriſt, and the Welfare of the 
Souls of Men, that they were willing to ſpend 
and be ſpent in this Service; and account- 
ed no Pains or Labour too much, whereby 
they might be inſtrumental in carrying on 
ſo good a Work. And alſo 

That they were reſolute and courageous, 
and by no means diſheartened by any Difh- 
culties they had to encounter. The Work 
itſelf, wherein they were engaged, was ex- 
ceeding difficult; they had to do with Men 
who had been long immers'd in Vice and 
Senſuality, and were ſo ſtrongly prejudiced 
in Favour of that Way of Life they had 
been accuſtom'd to, that their, Recove 
feem'd to he as hopeleſs an Undertaking, as 
that of perſuading h Arhiopian to change 
his Skin, or the Leopard his Spots. They had 
alſo the fierceſt and moſt violent Oppoſi- 
tion to grapple with; the Powers both of 
Hell and Earth were againſt them. Satan, 
the grand Enemy of Souls, did all he could 
to obſtruct them in their Work, and to ren- 
der their Endeavours ſucceſſleſs; and Sin- 
ners (who always hate to be reform'd) were 
every where ready to ſtand up in Defence | 
of their beloved Vices and Corruprions, and | 
to raiſe Qppoſition againſt thoſe that would 
diſturb em in the Enjoyment of them: So 
that almoſt in all Places where they came, 


(6) 
Bonds and Impriſonments awaited them. 
But none of theſe Things moved them: 
Tho' they did not always meet with that 
Succeſs which they deſired, yet they did 
not flag and faint in their Work, and lay it 
aſide as hopeleſs. Nay, when they had been 
deſpitefully uſed in one Place, they did not 
© 1 Thefl. thereupon withdraw from it, but © were bold 
1. ** in their God to preach the Goſpel to others alſo. 
Again, 
They were alſo /e]f-denying in it, and con- 
tent to abridge themſelves, as to their own 
Eaſe and Intereſt, for the Honour of Chriſt 
and the Good of others. Had they conſult- 
| ed themlelves, they had either never engaged 
| in this Service, or they would ſoon have de- 
clined it; for they might eaſily foreſee, or 
| at leaſt would ſoon be convinced, that if 
14 they would approve themſelves faithful in 
* it, they muſt be obliged to many Inſtan- 
1 ces of Self- denial. But notwithſtanding this, 
| they both chearfully undertook and faith- 
1 ſully purſued it. There were ſome of thoſe 
i who even at that Time were employed as 
1 Miniſters of the Goſpel, that were acted 
? „ phil. ii. therein by a ſelfiſh Principle, and 4 ſought 
| 11 their own Things more than the Things of Je- 
| ſus Chriſt. But the Apoſtles were Men of 
; more generous and diſintereſted Spirits; 
that which they were chiefly intent upon, 
was, that God might be honour'd, that 
Sinners might be recover'd and ſav'd, that 
the Redeemer's 8 and Intereſt might 
14 prevail; and if theſe Ends might be obtain- 
14 ed, they were not much concerned what 
1 * x Cor. x. became of them: © They ſought not their own 
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Profit, but the Profit of many, that they might 


be ſaved. And it is only thoſe who are under 
the Influence of ſuch a publick Spirir, that 
can ever exert themſelves in any good Work 
with a becoming Zeal and Induſtry. Once 
more, 

The Expreſſion in the Text ſhews, that 
they were conſtant and unwearied in their 
Work. They had labour'd in it, and they 
ſtill continued to do ſo. Like their great 
Lord and Maſter, they always went about 
doing good; and, tho' they met with many 
Difficulties in their Way, yet did they not 
grow weary of well-doing. While God had 
any Work for them to do, they were will- 
ing to be employed in it, and would not 
ſuffer any Conſiderations to divert them from 
it, as long as he ſaw fit to give them Capa- 
city and Opportunity for it. They knew 
that there were the ſame Reaſons for their 
Continuance in it, which there were for 
their firſt Entrance upon it; and therefore 
having ſet their Hands to the Plough, the 
would by no means be perſuaded to loo 
back, but continued ſteadfaſt and unmovea- 
ble, always abounding in the Work of the Lord. 

Thus did the Apoſtles behaye themſelves 
in the Diſcharge of their Work ; and in all 
theſe Inſtances their Example is proper for 
your Imitation. It's true, as I have already 
obſerved, that your Work is different from 
theirs; but it is of ſuch a Nature and Im- 


portance, as requires a good Meaſure of the 


ſame Temper and Spirit which they diſco- 
ver'd: And tho' it is not to be W 
that you ſhould equal them therein, unleſs 
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(8) | 

You had the ſame extraordinary Aſſiſtances 
which They were favour'd with; yet it 1s 
highly fit you ſhould endeavour to come as 
near them as poſſible. I ſay not this from 
any Apprehenſion that you have been cul- 
pably defective : Ir is very evident, that you 
have been at a great deal of Pains and Care 
to put a Stop to the Progreſs of Vice and 
Prophaneneſs among us; that you have ex- 
erted your ſelves with a aa commendable 
Zeal and Courage in the Purſuit of this De- 
ſign; that you have acted with a diſinte- 
reſted Regard to the Honour of God and 
the publick Good, in what you have done; 
and that you have now for many Vears con- 
tinued in this Service, and are ſtill going on 
with it, notwithſtanding the Diſcourage- 
ments and Oppoſitions you have met with. 
But it may be of uſe to you, to have ſo 
great an Example always in your Eye, both 
ro direct your Proceedings; and to excite 
your Zeal. | | 

2. The other Inſtance of the Apoſtles 
exemplary Behaviour in their Work is, that 
they /uffer'd Reproach; which evidently im- 
plies, both that they met with Reproach, 
and that they bore it in a right manner. 

1. They met with Reproach. When 
we conſider the Work wherein they were 
employ'd, and how they acted in the Diſ- 
charge of it, it may ſeem ſtrange that any 


ſhould ever open their Mouths againſt them; 


yea, it might aa have been expected, 
that they ſhould every where have been re- 
ceived with the higheſt Honour and Eſteem, 
and accounted by all as the greateſt Friends 


and 


(9) 

and Bleſſiugs to Mankind. But we find 
thar, whatever they deſerved, they mer 
with a very different Treatment. They 
were charged with a Meſſage that was 
worthy of all Acceptation, to aſſure Sin- 
ners that God had been in Chriſt reconciling 
the World to himſelf, and was now-ready 
to be reconciled to them. They were en- 
gaged in a Work that had the molt direct 
Tendency to prevent the Ruine, and to ſe- 
cure the Happineſs of Men, both in the 
preſent and future World. They had a Di- 
vine Commiſſion for what they did; and 
that atteſted by ſo many Miracles as left no 
juſt room to Take of it: And moreover, 
wherever they came, they behaved 1n the 
moſt blameleſs and inoffenſive Manner 
with the ſtricteſt Regard to the Laws of 
God, and the tendereſt Concern for the 
Welfare of their Fellow-Creatures. And 
yet all this was not enough to {kreen them 
from the malicious Cenſures and Calumnies 
of Men of corrupt Minds. So loth are Sin- 
ners to be ſeparated from their beloved Luſts 
and Corruptions, or fo much as to be diſ- 
turbed in the Gratification of them, that 
they are ready to fly in the Faces of thoſe 
that would attempt it; and if it is not in 
their Power to ruine them, yet they will 
not fail to load them with injurious Re- 
proaches! Particularly we may oblerve in 
their Hiſtory, 

That they had reproachful Names caſt 
upon them. This the Apoſtle Paul often 
uu e he tells us, that they were reviled 
and defamed, and aſſures us that they were 


faccounted 


(10) 

f Cor. iv. faccounted the Filth of the World, and the 

12,13- wery Off-/couring of all things; 1.c. the moſt 

deſpicable and deteſtable Creatures. And 

this was peculiarly remarkable in the Caſe 

of this great Apoſtle. Sometimes we find 

him treated with Terms of Scorn and Con- 

tempt, and repreſented as one that was 

unworthy of any Regard. Thus was he 

* Acts uled both ats Corinth and Jeruſalem, where 

xvii. 23- they could afford him no better Language 

& xx. 22+ than this Fellow, and ſuch a Fellow. At 

other 'Times he was look'd upon as a Sort 

of Madman, as a crazed or diſtracted Per- 

ſon, who, inſtead of being under a Divine 

Conduct, was really acted by a diſtem- 
per'd Brain. Thus when he was makin 

his Defence againſt the Accuſations of the 

Jews, before Feſtus the Roman Governor, 

King Agrippa, and others; in which he 

gives a very fair and juſt Account both of 

himſelf and of his Doctrine; we are told, 

acts that Feſtus ſaid with a loud Voice, Þ Paul, 

*I 24. thou art beſide thy ſelf ; much Learning hath 

made thee mad. And it appears that he 

had the fame injurious Character fixed up- 

on him by others alſo; for when he ſays 

2 Cor. v. to the Corinthians, i Yhether wwe be beſides 

27 our ſelves, it is to God; we may be ſure 

| there were ſome who had caſt this Aſper- 

fon upon him, and endeavour'd thereby to 

prejudice them againſt his Miniſtry. Nay 

farther, he was not only reproach'd as a 

weak and a wotthleſs Perſon, but charac- 

teriz'd as one that was molt vile and wick- 

ed. For thus the Orator Tertullus ſer him 

torth in his Charge againſt him before Fe- 


lix, 


(11) 

lix, that they had found him to bet a peſti- Acts 
lent Fellow, or a very | Peſt and Plague, as 1. 
the Word ſignifies; not only vicious him- “ 
ſelf, but one that infected every Place where 
he came. And this was but agrecable to 
what the Fews, his Proſecutors, had before 
ſaid of him, when they cried out, ® Away © Acts 
with ſuch a Fellow from the Earth; for it **. 22+ 
zs not fit that he ſhould live. Thus he that 
was the greateſt Bleſſing to the World in 
his Day, was accounted the very Peſt of it; 
and the moſt uſeful Man on Earth repre- 
ſented as unworthy to live upon it. But 
beſides this, ONES 

They had alſo very heinous Crimes charg- 
ed upon them. Sometimes they were ac- 
cuſed as crafty and deſigning Men, who, 
under a Shew and Pretence of Religion, 
were carrying on their own ſelfiſh Intereſts, 
and did really (tho? privately) make a Gain 
of Godlineſs, while they profeſs'd to be on- 
ly ſeeking the Good of others. Thus was 
the great Apoſtle calumniated; as I think is 
ſufficiently evident, when he ſays, Be it ſo, 2 Cor. 
did not burden you; nevertheleſs, being xi. 16. 
crafty, 1 caught non with Guile, Which 
Words ſeem by no means intended to ac- 
quaint us with his real Character, or at all 
ro intimate that he had uſed any kind of 
Craft or Guile among them; but they are 
brought in as a Charge preferred againſt 
him by his Enemies, the falſe Teachers, 
which they were careful to inſinuate and 
ſpread to his Diſadvantage, and which 
therefore he takes Care to clear himſelf of, 
in the following Verſes. 

| 9 3 They 
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( 12.) 
They were allo traduced as Men of un- 
peaceable Spirits, who would ſuffer none to 
live in Quiet about them, but cauſed Diſ- 
turbance and Diſorder in all Places where- 
ever they came. When Paul and Silas were 
apprehended at Philippi, and brought before 
the Magiſtrates there, the Matter of Charge 


* Actsxvi. againſt them was, that ® 7hey did exceedingly 


20. 


trouble their City; and afterwards at The//a- 


Acts xvii. lonica, they were repreſented as p Men who 


6. 


* Afts 


had turned the World upſide down; who had 
cvery where unſettled the Minds of Men, 
diſturbed their former Eaſe and Quiet, and 
been the Authors of much Confuſion among 
them. Thus, While they were only endea- 
vouring to recover them from thoſe groſs 
Corruptions, both in Worſhip and Manners, 
which they were guilty of, and to direct 
them into the truelt Way of Peace with. 
God, and with one another; they are cen- 
{ured as Enemies to the common Peace, and 
ſuch as ought to be treated as a publick 
Nuſance. But the ſevereſt Charge upon 
them (and that from whence their e 
expected to gain the greateſt Advantage a- 
gainſt them) was, that they were Men of ſe— 
ditious Principles; that they were Enemies 
to the Government under which they lived 
and that the Alteration they endeavour'd to 
make 1n Religion, were really intended a- 
gainſt the State, and &fign'd'a Means of 
overturning chat. It was a principal Part 
of Tertullus's Acculation of the Apoſtle, that 
he was ag Mover of Sedition. And the Jews 


*. 6. lay it to the Charge of the Apoſtles and their 
Acts xvii, Followers, that "1b£y did all contrary to the 
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(13) 
Decrees of Cæſar, ſaying that there is another 
King, one Jeſus. As by the former Charge 
they endeavour'd to raiſe the Reſentments 
of the common People againſt them; ſo by 
this to ſtir up the Jealouſy of their Rulers, 
and to prevail with them to employ their 
Power and Authority to ſuppreſs them. 
Thus did the Apoſtles endure the Contra- 
diction of Sinners againſt them, as their 
Lord and Maſter had done before them. 
But tho' they met with Reproach, yet, 
2. They behaved well under it, and bore 
it in right Manner. This is implied in the 
Text, when they are ſaid to ſuffer Reproach. 
It ſhews, that they were not merely paſ- 
five, but active therein; and is deſigned to 
acquaint us not only with wha? they endu- 
red, but alſo in what Manner, and with what 
Temper of Mind they behaved under ſuch a 
Trial. And if we conſult the Account 
which the Scriptures give us of their Con- 
duct, we may eaſily obſerve it to have been 
every way commendable and exemplary : 
Particularly, - 
They were very watchful and circumſpect 
over themſelves, and took Care to keep 
clear of every Crime they were charged 
with, ſo that their Enemies might have no 
juſt Ground for the Reproaches they caſt 
upon them. When they ſuffered in Stripes, 
in Impriſouments, in Tumults, both from po- 
pular Fury, and the unjult Sentcnce of Ci- 
vil Magiſtrates ; they were careful f t 7o C z Cor. vi. 
give any Offence in any thing, that the Mini- 3. 4, 5 
firy might not be blamed; but in all things to 
approve themſelves as the Miniſters of God. If 
T they 
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i they muſt ſuffer, they would be ſure that it 
F ſhould be wrongfully, and not as Evil-doers. 
They were able to appeal both to God and 
r Tbeſſ. ii. Men, * how bolily, and juſtly, and unblame- 
£3; ably they had behaved themſelves; and having 
2 Cor. i. *the Teſtimony of their Conſciences, that in 
12. Simplicity and godly Sincerity, not with fleſply 
Wiſdom, but by the Grace of God, they had 
had their Converſation in the Morld. 
They were patient and eaſy under all the 
Scandal that was thrown upon them. The 
unjuſt Treatment they met with from their 
Enemies, did not fo far exaſperate their Spi- 
rits, as to draw 'em into any Indecencies in 
their Carriage towards them. What is ſaid 
of our bleſſed Saviour, may be truly ſaid of 
i pet. ii. them, that x when they were reviled, they re- 
23 wiled not again, but committed themſelves to 
him that judgeth righteouſly. Yea, ſo far were 
they from rendring Railing for Railing, or 
i breaking out into any undue Reſentments 
A of the Abvſes they ſuffer'd, that, as the A- 
| 7 1Cor. iv. poſtle aſſures us, Ybeing reviled, they bleſſed ; 
if 12, 13. being defamed, they entreated: They were 
p ready to wiſh well to thofe that had uſed 
> them ill, and to pray for thoſe that were 
1 ſeeking to deſtroy them. Yea, 
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; They were not only patient, but chearful 

and joyful under all the Calumnies of their 

if Adverſaries. Theſe did by no means fink 

| their Spirits, or put them upon entertain- 

N ing any Thoughts of withdrawing from the 

1. Work wherein they were employ'd; but 

15 they were rather thereby the more animated 

Wis in it, and excited unto greater Zeal and 

I Courage in the Diſcharge of it. When Ru 
11 r 
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had been examined before the Council of 
the Jews, and not only threatned, but beat- 
en too; we are told, that they went away 
from them rejoicing that they were counted Acts v. 
worthy to ſuffer Shame for the Name of Chriſt. 4 
They looked upon it as an Honour to ſuffer 
in ſo good a Work, and for ſo good a Cauſe; 
and rejoiced in it, as a Mark of Divine Fa- 
vour towards them; and while they knew 
they were accepted and approved of God, 
could make light not only of the Reproach 
of their Enemies, but of their Rage too. 

Thus you ſee how the Apoſtles were 
treated, and with what Temper of Mind 
they behaved under it; and in both theſe 
Inſtances, I doubt not it may be ſaid of you, 
that you have ſuffered Reproach. 'Tho' you 
are juſtly entitled to the Honour and Eſteem 
of all about you, for your ſo willingly en- 
gaging in a Work ſo neceſſary in it ſelf, and 
ſo conducive to the Welfare of your Coun- 
try, as that of Reforming a vicious Age is; 
yet there have been thoſe found among us, 
who have not ſpared to cenſure and revile : 
* ; you have often had reproachful 

ames caſt upon you, and have been de- 
famed under the odious Characters of In- 
formers, Hypocrites, &c. You have alſo been 
unjuſtly accuſed of Crimes which you are 
utter Strangers to. I think none have been 
ſo daring as to charge you with Sedition, as 
the 7eus of old did our bleſſed Saviour and 
his Apoſtles ; this would have been too 
= + groſs, and contrary to your known Charac- 

ter and Principles, to have gained any Cre- 
dit. But they have not been wanting to 


traduce 
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traduce you as Men of a troubleſome Tem- 
per, who, under Pretence of Reforming, 
are really creating Diforders; and allo as 
Men of a felfiſh and mercenary Spirit, who 
charge others with Crimes, only to make 
an pe roy of them. But tho' you have 
mer with ſuch ill Treatment, yet, bleſſed 
be God, you have not been diſcouraged by 
it: You have behaved in ſuch a manner, as 
to be able from time to time to challenge 


your very Enemies to prove what they. are 


forward to charge upon you; and havin 

the Satisfaction of your own Minds to ſup- 
port you, you have been able to go on with 
Patience and Chearfulnels, notwithſtanding 
their unjuſt Reproaches. And I hope, thro” 
the Grace of God, you will ſtill continue 
to do ſo, and that none of you will ever ſo 
far regard the impotent Malice of thoſe 
who are Enemies to Reformation, as to be 
prevail'd upon to quit ſo honourable and ſo 
neceſſary a Service as you are engaged in. 


II. I now proceed to conſider, What 
it was that diſpoſed the Apoſtles to ſuch a 
Behaviour, OE enabled them to bear u 
with ſo becoming a Frame and Temper of 
Mind under all their Difficultics. It was 
their Truſt in the living God. For therefore 
(ſays the Apoſtle) we both labour and /uffer 
Reproach, becauſe we truſt in the living God. 
It was this that gave Life to their Endea- 
vours, and inſpired them with Courage and 
Chearfulneſs under all their Sufferings. And 
we may well ſuppoſe it to have this Influ- 
ence upon them, if we ſuffer our Thoughts 
to 


(17) 

to fix a little on the following Things; 
viz. Who it was they truſted in; What is 
ſignified by their Truſt in him; What 
Ground they had to place ſuch a Truſt in 
God; and What they were encouraged to 
hope for in the Exerciſe of it. 

1. Who it was they truſted in. Not 
themſelves, nor any other Creatures, but 
the living God. This is a Title or Cha- 
racter which is often given of God in 
Scripture; and it is deſign d not only to di- 
ſtinguiſh Him from the Idols of the Hea- 
then, which were lifeleſs Things, unable 
to anſwer the Confidence they placed in 
them, and therefore unworthy of the Ho- 
mage they paid to them; bur alſo, and 
chiefly, to acquaint us what He is in Him- 
ſelf; and to repreſent him as one who is 
upon all Accounts fit to be the Object of 
our Truſt and Confidence. For when he is 
thus deſcribed, it may juſtly lead us to con- 
ſider him, 

A s one who has Life in himſelf; who is 

poſleſs'd of all ſuppoſeable Perfection, and 
enjoys this naturally and neceſſarily, without 
the leaſt Dependance on any other. There 
are other Beings who have Life in them, 
and are endued with many excellent Pow- 
ers and Faculties; but then they have not 
theſe of themſelves, they have derived them 
from Him, and are wholly dependent on 
Him for the Continuance and Exerciſe of 
them. But that Life and Perfection which 
He is poſſeſs'd of, as it is infinitely ſupe- 
riour to what the higheſt Creatures enjoy; 
ſo it is wholly in and of himſelf. 


D Again, 
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'N Again, It ſhews him to be the Fountain 
I! of Life to others. Tho' He depends 1 few 
15 none, yet all other Beings have an abſolute 
c Acts xvii. Dependance on him. Tis He who * gives 
3; 25» 26 us Life and Breath, and all Things, and in 
k whom we live and move, and have our Be- 
* ing. All that Life, and all thoſe Powers, 
. which either Angels in Heaven, or Men 
on Earth enjoy, they have received from 
15 Him. 'Tis He who has made them what 
15 they are, and to Him they are continually 
i” indebted, both for the Support of that 
| Life, and the Exerciſe of thoſe Powers he 
1:4 has given them. 
1 Farther, This Title repreſents him as 
[ i ever-living; as one who is always the ſame, 
13 without any Variableneſe, or Shadow of Turn- 
ing; He is one whoſe Life can never ceaſe, 
and whoſe Perfections are ſubje& to no 
1 Decay; He is now the ſame All-wiſe and 
1 All-mighty God that He ever was, and 
will continue to be ſo for ever and ever. 
And upon all theſe Accounts He muſt needs 
be an All. ſuſficient Being, who has every 
Thing in Him that can render him a 
proper Object oſ our Truſt and Depen- 
dance. 

This is He in whom the Apoſtles truſt- 
ed; and we need not much wonder that 
they both laboured and ſuffered Reproach, 
that they were lively and active in their 
Work, and patient and chearful under all 
their Sufferings, when we conſider who 
they had to rely upon. Had it been only 
Men like themſelves, or any other mere 
Creatures, the Difficulties they had to 

| conflict 


(19) 
conflict with might well have diſhearten'd 
them; but having the living God to ſtand 
by them, they could have no Reaſon to 


faint or be diſcouraged; but might upon 
the beſt Grounds ſay, as the Prophet did 


to his Servant, d They that be with us, are » , Kings 
more than they that be with them; or, as vi. 16. 


the great Apoſtle, f God be for us, who 
can be againſt us? 

2. If we conſider the Nature of this 
their Truſt in God, or what is ſignified by 
it, it will farther appear to have a very 
proper Tendency to diſpoſe them to ſuch 
a Temper and Behaviour. And this chiefly 
lay in their committing themſelves to Him, 
and caſting their Care upon him in the 
Way of their Duty. They were firmly 
perſuaded of his Being and Perfections; 
that He was an infinitely wiſe, and pow- 
erful, and faithful God, and, as ſuch, eve- 
ry way ſufficient to ſupport them in their 
Work, and to carry them thro? all the 
Difficulties of it; and therefore while they 
were endeavouring to approve themſelves 
faithful ro Him, they caſt their Care and 
their Burden upon Him, and left them- 
ſelves and their Work in his Hands: And 
this muſt needs give a mighty Eaſe and Re- 
lief to their Minds under all Proſpects, and 
enable them to go on with Courage and 
Conſtancy, whatever Dangers they might 
be expoſed to. We find it had this Effect 
upon St. Paul; who, when he was not 
only labouring, but ſuffering in the Cauſe 
of Chriſt, yet aſſures us he was not er 3 
and the Reaſon of it was, becauſe © h 


e knew a 2 Tim. i. 


D 2 Whom 12, 
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whom he had believed, and that he was able 


to keep that which he had committed to him 
againſt that Day. He had committed him- 
ſelf to God, and therefore he was neither 
aſhamed nor afraid to hold on in his Work, 
tho' he was both reproached for it, and op- 
poſed in it. 

3. The Ground they had to place their 
Truſt in God, farther ſhews the Suitable- 
neſs of it to ſupport and animate them 
in their Work. Had they been with- 
out a ſufficient Warrant for it, their Truſb 
would have been no better than Preſum- 
ption, and therefore could never have had 
ſuch an Effect upon them; it might have 
puſh'd them on to a raſh Attempt, bur 
could never have ſupported them through 
ſo long a Courle of Labours and Sufferings 
as they endured. But as their Truſt was 
fixed on the moſt proper Object, ſo it was 
built on the ſureſt Grounds; for they had 
both the Call of God, and the Promiſe of 
God, to bear them out in it: It was He 
who had called them to their Work and 
Office; they did not engage in it without 
their Commiſſion, or run without being 
ſent, but had his Authority and Order for 
what they did; and on this Account he 
was concerned in point of Honour to ſup- 
port them in it. And they had moreover 
the Promiſe of his Preſence with them in 
the Dilcharge of it; for at the ſame time 
that our bleſſed Saviour gave them their 
Commiſſion to © go teach all Nations, &c. he 


xxviii. 19, added this gracious Promiſe in the Cloſe of 


20, 


it, Lo, I am with you always to the End of 
the 
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the World; and on this account he was 


concerned in point of Faithfulneſs to ſtand 
by them. And ſure a Truſt in God thus 
founded and ſupported, might well diſpoſe 
them both to labour and ſuffer Reproach. 
Once more. 

4. We may diſcern the Tendency of their 
Truſt in God to this Purpoſe, if we conſi- 
der what they were encouraged to hope 
for in the Exerciſe of it. hen we are 
told that they truſted in the living God, it 


is neceſſarily implied that they had Ex- 


pectations from Him. And, no doubt, 
while they were employed in his Service, 
and endeavouring to acquit themſelves 
faithfully therein, they had good Reaſon 


to believe that he would be ready to ſup- 


ply them with every thing that was real 
needful and proper for them. A little to 
illuſtrate this, it may not be improper 
briefly to inſtance in a few Things that 
might be enlarged on. 

They had good Ground to expect that 
he would furniſh them with Wiſdom for 
their Conduct, that they might behave in 
every Cale in a right Manner, and ſo as 
might beſt ſubſerve the great Ends they 
were purſuing. They might alſo depend 
upon Aſiſtance in their Work, and that 
ſuch as was every way ſuited and propor- 
tioned to the Difficulties of it. They 
might alſo be aſſured of Support and Com- 
fort in all their Trials, whereby they ſhould 
be kept from fainting under them, or be- 
ing diſcouraged by them. They had more- 

over Ground to hope for Succeſs of their 
Endea- 
+ 
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Endeavours; that God would not ſuffer 
them to labour in his Service altogether in 
vain and for nought, but that his Pleaſure 
ſhould proſper in their Hands, though they 
might not always be ſo ſucceſsful as they 
could have wiſh'd. They were likewiſe af- 
ſured of their Acceptance with God; that 
whether they ſaw more or leſs Succeſs of 


t 16. xlix, their Labours, yet f 7heir Judgment was with 
4. 


the Lord, and their Work with their God - 
That how much ſoever they were diſap- 
proved of Men, and whatever Treatment 
they might meet with from them, yet they 
were 4 ie and accepted of Him. And 
finally they might depend upon a gracious 
Reward of their ſincere and upright En- 
deavours to promote the Honour of God 
and the Good of others, ſuch as would be 
an abundant Recompence for all the Pains 
they had been at, and the Reproaches they 
had undergone for his Sake. And having 
ſuch Things as theſe to expect from God, 
we have no Reaſon to wonder that they 
were diligent in His Service, and eaſy un- 
der all the Difficulties of it. 

Thus you ſee how the Apoſtles were 
{ſupported in their Work. And if herein 


you endeavour to follow their Pattern, 


you may expect the like Advantage from 
it. You have the ſame God to truſt in, 
which They had; You have the like 
Grounds to rely upon him, which They 
had: For tho' you have not ſuch an imme- 
diate Call to your Work, as they had to 
theirs, nor ſuch a particular Promiſe as was 
given to them; yet God has made it the 

Duty 
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Duty of all to ſtand up for him againſt 
Evil-doers, and has expreſſly ſaid, that he 
will honour thoſe that honour him; Which is 
enough both to juſtify and encourage you 
in what you do. And therefore if you are 
careful to keep up a lively Faith and Truſt 
in God as they did, you may depend upon 
the like Favours from him, which they ex- 
pected and experienced; that he will be 
ready to direct you in your Managements 
to aſſiſt you in your Work; to ſupport you 
under your Reproaches; to proſper your 
Undertaking ; and you may be aſſured, that 
for Chriſt's Sake he will graciouſly accept 
and reward your faithful Endeavours to 


promote His Honour and the publick 
Good. | 


I have now gone over what I propoſed. 
I have endeavour'd to ſet before you the 
exemplary Behaviour of the Apoſtles, both 
in their Work and under their Sufferings; 
and allo what it was that inſpired them 
with ſo much Zea], and Courage, and Con- 
ſtancy therein. And now, in the Cloſe of 
all, I would beg Leave again to recom- 
mend their Example to your Imitation. 
You have long been imploy'd in a very 
neceſſary Work; and, had it not been for 
the vigorous Oppoſition you have made a- 
gainſt Vice and Profaneneſs, I doubt nor 
but it would have been long ago at a 
much greater Height among us than it now 
is. I wiſh we had Reaſon 20 fay, that you 
have gained the Point you have been aim- 


ing at, and made ſuch a Progreſs in your 


Work, 
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Work, that you might now lay it afide 
with Honour and Safety. But tho' you 
have done much Good, yet alas! it is bur 
too viſible that Iniquity ſtill abounds in the 
Midſt of us. Horrid Oaths and Curſes are 
ſtill roo commonly heard as we paſs along 
from Day to Day. Our Streets, I fear, 
are not yet freed from thoſe lewd aud de- 
bauched Perſons that have been wont to 
infeſt them. And, I doubt, thoſe Nurſe- 
ries of all Impiety, the Gaming- Houſes, are 
= too numerous, notwithſtanding all the 

ains and Expence you have been at to 
ſuppreſs them. And if this be our Caſe, 
there muſt {till be the greateſt Reaſon why 
you ſhould continue your kind and chari- 
table Endeavours to ſtem the Torrent of 
Vice, and to fave us from that Ruin which 
it threatens to bring upon us. 

Suffer me therefore to intreat you {till 
to labour in this good Work, yea, tho? 
you ſhould ſuffer Reproach for it. And to 
encourage you hereunto, I would beg Leave 
to ſuggeſt one Thing to your ſerious 
Thoughts, which the Caſe of the Apoſtles 
leads us to take Notice of, viz. That tho? 
you have met with many Difficulties in 
your Work, yet They had ſome to encoun- 
ter with which You have not; for where- 
ever they went, they had both the eſta- 
bliſh'd Religion, and the Civil Powers a- 


— them, neither of which is your 
aſe. 


They had every where the Eſtabliſhed 


Religion againſt them. The Chriſtian Re- 
tigion, which the Apoſtles were imployed 
ro 
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to preach and propagate, was intended to 
ſer aſide that of the Jews; not indeed as 
to the Subſtance, but as to the outward 
Form and Model of it, which they were 
peculiarly fond of. Chriſt being come, of 
whom many Things in the 7ewiſh Religion 
were typical, ſuch as the Temple, Sacrifi- 
ces, Ic. there was no farther Occaſion for 
theſe, nor were they any longer to be con- 
tinued. The wn. 7 Diſpenſation, which 
was only appointed for a Time, tho' it had 
ſtood many Years, was now to be taken 
down, and to give' way to that of the 
Goſpel, which was to laſt thro' all Ages 
of the World: And that which They had 
to do —_ them, was to convince them 
of this, and to perſuade them to forſake 
the Law of Moſes for that of Chriſt. More- 
over, the Doctrine which the Apoſtles 

reached was directly levelled againſt the 

dolatry and Superſtition of the Heathen 
World. It was deſigned to convince them 
of the Folly of their Religion, to brin 
them to the Knowledge of the only true Co 
and of his Son eſus Chriſt whom He has ſent ; 
and to perſuade them to turn from their ly- 
ing Vanities to the living God. Now this 
being the Work they were employ'd in, it 
muſt needs draw upon them the fierceſt 
Oppoſition from both theſe Quarters. For 
Men are generally prejudiced in Fayour of 
that Religion which has long obtained a- 
mong them, and are too forward to break 
out into Rage and Violence againſt all that 
oppoſe it; and accordingly we find in the 
Goſpel Hiſtory that it ou this Effect. But 


you 
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You have no ſuch Difficulty as this to grap- 
* with; you have no Concern with the 
eligious Profeſſion of Men, but only with 
gheir Manners; Your Buſineſs is not to 
meddle with their Opinions, but to reclaim 
them from their Vices; and herein you 
have good Men of all Profeſſions on your 
Side, yea, and the very Conſciences of Sin- 
ners themſelves roo. Beſides, 
They had every where the Civil Powers 
againſt them. They had none of the Great 
Ones of the Earth to lend them any Aſſiſ- 
tance, or to give them any Countenance 
but theſe were eaſily drawn upon all Occa- 
ſions to imploy their Power againſt them. 
But, Thanks 4 to God, this is not your 
Cale. The Cauſe of Reformation has been 
publickly owned by the greateſt and the 
beſt among us: It has been recommended 
from the Throne and from the Bench, as well 
as from the Pulpit. Our moſt gracious Sove- 
reign King GEORGE has ſeveral Ways ex- 
pg his Well-pleaſedneſs with your De- 
and Readineſs to concur in all proper 
Methods of promoting it; and both your 
Deſign, and the Methods you take in the 
Purſuit of it, have been approved and re- 
commended by many of the greareſt Rank 
among us. You have the Laws of the 
Land, not only to protect, but to aſſiſt you. 
And you have Magiſtrates (I with the Num- 
ber of them was greater) who are ready to 
imploy their Authority in your Favour. So 
that inſtead of having the Civil Powers a- 
gainſt you, they are really for you. Since 
then the Apoſtles went on with their Work, 
notwith- 


(27) 
notwithſtanding the much greater Difficul- 
tics they had to conflict with, I hope your 
lefſer ones will not diſcourage you from 

ours, but that you will rather from their 
2 le be excited to purſue it with re- 
newed Vigour. 
I would perſuade my ſelf, that tho' you 
have met with many Difficulties from your 
Enemies, yet thoſe that profeſs themſelves 


to be your Friends, will not give you any. 


It cannot be ſuppoſed that ſuch an Under- 
taking as yours can be carry'd on without 
a conſiderable Charge; and I know that of 
late you have been put to more than ordi- 


nary Expence in defending yourſelves againſt 


ſome unjuſt Proſecutions: But, ſure, they 
who have any due Regard to their own, or 
their Family's, or the Nation's Welfare; if 
they cannot aſſiſt you in their Perſons, yet 

will be ready to contribute towards your 
Charges, and not leave you under this Dif- 
ficulty, when you have ſo many others to 
encounter. 

While therefore you are engaged in ſo 
honourable a Service, and embarqued in ſo 
good a Cauſe, let nothing make you grow 
weary of it: Be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the 
Power of his Might : Live in a firm Truſt 
and Dependance on the living God, and 
doubt not, but he who has hitherto + 4 
ported you, will ſtill continue to do ſo, 
and that He will not ſuffer you to loſe yout 


Reward. 
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